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The chance to read Dante is my one life’s most cherished, unexpected grace, and that gift continues 
to challenge me to “count my lucky stars” (le stelle) each and every day. Many “fellow pilgrims” 
have supported me on this wonder-filled journey into the “Big Light.” They have been more than 
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finished. “Nostra vita.” 
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allow me to be an English teacher. They opened “Dorothy’s Door” so I could transition from black 
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Bruce Daniels (Brother “D”) for teaching me, in the quirkiest, yet wonderfully unpretentious 
manner, that words matter.  

Father Anthony Farrell for being my college teacher/advisor and eventually for taking me on as 
his “son.” Most importantly, he stayed, for the long haul, in my corner 10,000%. 

Mike and Mary Kiss for being such devoted and supportive friends for forty-three years. Whenever 
I have needed to be reminded of what the “real deal” is, I have thought of them.  

Christopher Kleinhenz for demonstrating that high school Dante teachers and Dante professors are 
not intellectual competitors. He always has been enthusiastically available by phone when I have 
had even the most rudimentary Dante questions. Never, not once, has he made me feel like I was 
an annoyance because I taught high school and not college. He has treated me, just as Virgil treats 
Statius, insisting that I stand up straight and talk eye-to-eye! 

William Stephany for conducting the NEH seminar on Dante in 1990 at the University of Vermont 
that simply changed my life. Also, he invented the phrase “celestial cross-pollination” which has 
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time.  
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their lives on the line while travelling Dante’s “long and winding road.” Because we took this trip 
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Carmen Sambuco, Mike Kelly, Bill and Kelly Gildea, Will Bartz, Matt Baum, Carol Schuch, Lori 
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Yani Rosenberg, Nelson Oster, Tim Lauer, Frank Fitzgibbon, John Couture, Burke Rodgers, Arch 
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Hastings. Whenever I have pointed out that “Dante is Everywhere,” they have smiled indulgently 
but sincerely and have said, “Yes, he is!” It gets no better than these people. 
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The Harry Chapin Foundation (Leslie Ramme, Peggy Strella and Sandy Chapin) for making sure 
I always had the needed materials to “pass the music on.” Chapin music has been a source of 
supplemental oxygen for me since 1972, and they have kept the tanks full. 

The music makers who continue to feed Dante pilgrims: Pam Cardullo, Robert Ortiz, John Denver, 
Sean McGee, Doris Justis, David Roth, Anne Hills, David Wilcox, Harry Chapin, Jen Chapin, 
Tom Chapin, Yvonne Cable, Mike Kobluk, Mack Bailey. 

Dante for writing this story. The Comedy lives. 


